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TSVR Newsletter – August 2022  
 

New Fox Run Nature Trail 

Fox Run Park has a new addition.  Thanks to the 
work of Trai Fritz a new, self-guided nature trail 
has been developed in the northeast corner of the 
park.   This was an Eagle Scout project for Trai.   
The trail has 15 numbered stations.  Pick up a 
guide at the beginning near the Fox Run Park Trailhead, follow the 
numbers and learn about the plants, animals and geology of this 
sagebrush steppe habitat.  Thank you, Trai, for your hard work.   
 

Garage sale for Trails & Parks   
 

Our annual Garage Sale for Trails & Parks will be 
on Friday and Saturday, 19 & 20 August.   We will 
accept drop off donations on August 2nd, 3rd, 9th, 
10th, 16th and 17th from 4 to 6 pm at the First 
Response Center across from Town Hall.  
 

We will assist in picking up larger items on August 18th.  Please call 
Craig, (513) 324-4197 to set up an appointment.    
 
We are always looking for donations and volunteers to help sort and 
sell!! 
 

Please be Firewise and be careful with Fire! 
 

August is our hottest month and usually has the highest fire danger!  Please be careful!    
Remember, during fire season, it is prohibited to: 
1. Conduct open burning of any trash, tree trimmings, leaf and grass clippings, or 
other such debris.   
2. Discharge fireworks 
3. Have a recreational fire that is not in a metal, masonry or stone enclosure with a spark 
arresting screen 
 
When the Energy Release Component (ERC), as measured by the Teton Interagency Fire Center, 
averages 60 or more over a three-day period, then all recreational fires are banned.   

Scheduled Meetings 

Town Council Meeting 
August 17th at 6 pm 

Planning & Zoning Board 
August 10th & 24th at 5 pm 

Natural Resource Board 
August 30th at 2 pm 

Economic Dev. Board 
August 16th at 2 pm 

Coffee with the Mayor 
August 15th at 10 am 
Primary Election Day 

August 16th  
 

Town Hall Hours 
8 am to 6 pm  

Monday thru Thursday  
  

Contacts 

Town Hall 
307-883-8696 
clerk@starvalleyranchwy.org 
 

   
 

mailto:clerk@starvalleyranchwy.org
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Upcoming Elections 

Election time will be here soon. Our Primary Election will be on August 16, 
2022, and the General Election is November 8, 2022.  The polling location 
will be at Town Hall, upstairs.  

Absentee ballots are available from the County Clerk's Office 45 days prior to an election. To 
request a ballot, you may call the County Clerk's Office at (307) 877-2027 or (307) 877-2021 
or by e-mail to one of the following: jpainter@lcwy.org or abrunski@lcwy.org - Make sure you 
vote!  

Candidates for Mayor: Don Baillie & Kathleen Buyers 
Candidates for Council: (2 seats/4-year term) Lee R. Hansen, Kirsten Merrill & Ruzena Rok  
 
 

 

TVSR 2022 Candidate Guide 
 
Ruzena Rok – SVR Town Council Candidate 
 

My name is Ruzena Rok; most people know me as “Ru”.  A 
Star Valley Ranch (SVR) homeowner since 2009, I have 
spent more than 20-years working in program management 
and cost analysis for the Federal Government to include 
serving in a leadership role for an organization of more than 
160 people.  I love the outdoors, am an avid gardener, mom, 
and grandmother.  I’m also a U.S. Marine Corps veteran 
and current member of the SVR Natural Resources Board.  
Why am I running for Town Council?  Given that Wyoming 
Municipal elections are non-partisan it’s my belief there is 
real opportunity to accomplish things at the local level and 
for citizens and government to work more closely together 
in order to solve problems.  With that in mind, I am running 
for SVR Town Council as I believe I could be an asset to our local government based on my 
experience and enthusiasm for living in our beautiful town.  Over the past two years SVR has 
experienced exponential growth (our population is up 24% since 2020) and we have seen more 
than 40 new home starts.  A recent survey of town residents showed their #1 priority to be 
preserving the rural lifestyle of the Ranch; I am in complete alignment with that view.  If elected 
to the Town Council I will work to ensure decisions made by our local government reflect the 
desires of our residents and are in the best interest of SVR. I invite you to visit my website to get 
to know more about me:  https://rok4theranchwy.com  
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jpainter@lcwy.org
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Kirsten Merrill – SVR Town Council Candidate 
 
My Connection to Star Valley Ranch:  
 
Star Valley Ranch always symbolized family legacy and tradition for me. 
In 1983 my husband’s grandparents built their home on the Ranch and 
served on the HOA. They were very active in the community and embraced 
all that the community embodied. Over the years in Star Valley Ranch, we 
have built lasting memories with his family and carried on those same 
traditions with our own family. A decade ago, we bought our home on the 
Ranch, knowing we wanted to raise our kids in this valley. Our two young 
children love the people, recreation, and lifestyle here as much as we do. 
We feel very blessed to call Star Valley Ranch home, where our children 
can safely experience the recreation and beauty it holds.  
 
Reasons I want to serve Star Valley Ranch: 
 
The growth of our beautiful town has proven that there is a need for a more elaborate 
infrastructure. While roads and water will be high on my agenda, we must also explore 
additional ways to keep and protect the rural life we appreciate. We have been a town for 17 
years, and it is time to focus on things that will bring us together as a community and keep us 
safe and sustainable as we mature. Such as fire and emergency services, continued collaboration 
and cooperation with the HOAs, finding grants and funds to aid our town, more indoor and 
outdoor recreational opportunities, more services for our retired townspeople in the winter, and 
communicating information to the community so they are updated on the productivity of our 
town council. After serving on boards and committees for Star Valley Ranch and listening to the 
townspeople, I intend to meet the wants and needs of our beautiful community. When given the 
opportunity, I will significantly make an impact and work efficiently by serving our community 
as a town councilwoman.  
 
Work Experience: 
 
I have been a massage therapist for 16 years. I have owned a successful massage clinic in Oregon 
with multiple therapists for 12 years and have recently opened another massage clinic in Alpine. 
In addition, I have maintained my EMT certification for many years. As an independent business 
owner, I have multiple areas of expertise such as communication and active listening, budgeting, 
management, leadership, vendor management, contracts, conflict resolution, website content 
creation, and community outreach, to name a few. These skills, along with my strong work ethic 
and adaptability, qualify me and will enable me to serve on the town council.  
 
In Closing:  
 
I welcome any opportunity to listen and communicate with the people of Star Valley Ranch so 
that we can evolve and preserve our unique town and continue the family legacy the way our 
ancestors intended 
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Lee Hansen – SVR Town Council Candidate 
 

I’m Lee Hansen and I am seeking re-election to the Town Council of 
Star Valley Ranch. Linda and I have been residents of Wyoming for 37 
years, 18 of which have been here on the Ranch. My first involvement 
with the Town’s activities was serving on the Planning and Zoning 
Board, covering a span of almost 10 years. During that time, our 
building code requirements were established, plus the Board took the 
lead on many of the ordinances that set the standards that guide the 
town today.  The last two years, I have been the Council liaison to the 
Water Board. This Board has the critical function of ensuring that the 
town meets its financial obligation to maintain sufficient funding to 
repay the loans we have taken on in the complete upgrade of our water 
system. 
 
During the past 4 years, we have taken many important steps to maintain the lifestyle that the 
citizens of our community love. First and most important, we have maintained a sound financial 
foundation for our Town. Managing our spending is crucial when the sources of revenue are 
controlled by the State of Wyoming and Lincoln County especially during some very uncertain 
times. Both the pandemic and the curtailment of carbon usage were huge concerns for possible 
impacts to our sources of revenue. My goal has been, and will continue to be, to maintain control 
of our spending by requiring a thorough evaluation of all proposed projects before proceeding. 

The next important item in the process of creating trust with our citizens is to receive and send 
prompt and accurate information. I pledge to be a fair and honest conduit of communication to 
and from our citizens of Star Valley Ranch. Some of the most recent items that are foremost on 
the minds of our citizens are fire protection, short-term rental permitting, control of nuisances, 
the condition and maintenance/upgrade of our roads, and the completion of our water system 
upgrade, just to name a few. Of these, our most pressing work is to complete the upgrade to our 
water system. The rules keep shifting and funding options are different from what they were just 
a few years ago. I will continue to work to ascertain the best option available to the town. Once 
this is complete, we can focus on what is the best option for putting our roads into a condition 
that will be acceptable to most of our residents. 

The issue of fire protection is presently getting a lot of attention. The cost has escalated 
significantly, over 5 times, in a short period of time with no significant change to the protection 
we are being provided. While citizen sentiment is to maintain fire protection at any cost, 
questions must be asked, and evaluations must be made. 

Finally, maintaining the environmental integrity of our town, specifically in encouraging our 
residents to be proactive in the proper maintenance of their septic systems, needs to be a top 
priority. This is increasingly important because of all the new building taking place as well as for 
any potential developments around our borders.  

I am dedicated to the belief that Star Valley is the most beautiful area in Wyoming and I will work 
to keep it that way. You can reach me at leehansen123@gmail.com or by phone at (307) 248-1519. 
I appreciate your consideration for support of my candidacy.  
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Kathleen Buyers – SVR Town Mayor Candidate 
 
Our Town has made significant progress in many areas over my past 
two terms, but we still have challenges to address and new 
opportunities to pursue together. If you choose to re-elect me to 
serve you on November 8th, I will continue to work hard for our 
community, council, boards, and staff to effectively strengthen our 
Town throughout my term:  
 
Quality of Life; Our community has been very clear that they moved 
to Star Valley Ranch because of the rural lifestyle. Our Town is 
beautiful, safe, close to nature and we love outdoor activities. If 
elected, I will continue to support improvements to our parks, trails 
and be an advocate for a safe place to walk or bike on the sides of our roads. I will continue to 
look for new ways to control speeding in our community. 

Water; As your Mayor I have secured $15 million for water improvement projects which have 
added 130 fire hydrants and replaced 98,000 feet of water line. If elected, I will ensure that we 
complete the remaining $3 million in water improvement projects and ensure that we properly 
plan for the future, so we never again have to replace an entire water system.  

Roads: In the past 8 years under my leadership, we have chip sealed or paved 15 miles of road, 
we continue to pursue proper drainage on the roads so additional roads may be improved.  We 
continue to develop more efficient ways to manage snow and ice on the roads to ensure the 
safety of our citizens. 

Communication: Together we will continue to improve communication by improving the Town 
website, email, text, newsletters, public meetings and listen to community members and 
accommodate diverse opinions while working together for our future.  

Experience and Dedication; I will continue to be an active board member of the Lincoln County 
Economic Development Board to advocate for business in Lincoln County.  I will continue to be 
a Board member for the Wyoming Association of Municipalities and continue to be an advocate 
at the County, State and Federal level for Star Valley Ranch. 

Now as I run for re-election, I’m asking for your support and your vote. 

I know that by working together and looking out for each other, we can ensure that Star Valley 
Ranch remains a great place to live. 

As your Mayor I look forward to fulfilling that commitment every day.  
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Don Baillie – SVR Town Mayor Candidate 
 
Hello, my name is Don Baillie and I am running for the office of 
Mayor for the Town of Star Valley Ranch.  
 
My wife Judy and I have called the Town of Star Valley Ranch home 
since 2003, both of us are lifelong residents of Wyoming residing in 
Cheyenne before moving to Star Valley Ranch. We are and have 
always been year-round residents. 
 
I am currently a Town Councilman, having been elected in 2018. 
My service with the Town started with Planning and Zoning Board 
in June 2010 and I served as chairman until June 2015. I took a short 
leave and rejoined the Board then served until I was elected to the Town Council. 
 
During my time as a Councilman, I have served as the liaison to the Planning and Zoning Board 
and the Natural Recourse Board. I have been heavily involved in the development and passage of 
the ICC Building Codes from 2006 Edition to the 2018 Edition, Liquor Licensing, Contractor 
Registration, and the Nuisance and Short-Term Rental ordinances. I also lead the effort to go from 
a manual paper system of logging building inspections to an electronic system using a phone or 
tablet. I also lead the effort to Codify Town Ordinances. 
 
The Town’s water projects are winding down, with the transmission line on Vista Drive our 
primary project needing replacement. The Town is currently seeking grants through the ARPA 
program for replacement of this line.  As the Town continues to grow decisions will need to be 
made about water storage, possible additional tanks, and maintenance of the tanks and wells. The 
town has a software program to control pumps, valves and to gather real time data. The data 
gathering side of this program is not being used. The Water Board, staffed by talented people, is 
not getting this needed information. This information is needed to assists the Council in the 
decisions of well and storage tank maintenance, minimize rate increases, identify future needs and 
location of major components of the system.   
 
Roads are the major concerns of residents, dust, potholes, failed pavement or lack of pavement. 
We need funding to manage any significant upgrade to our roads. One way to do this would be the 
6th penny tax. I would support this as Mayor and would work to make this happen if this is an 
approach that the Town would like to pursue.        
 
I would appreciate your vote. I can be reached at dbaillie@silverstar.com or (307) 690-8062. 
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Water Projects 
    

This month’s newsletter is an overview of the remaining water system upgrade and replacement 
projects as well as details of the Vista Drive Mainline ARPA project. 
 
First, what Water Projects remain to be completed? 
 
Today's estimated cost to complete our water system is under $5,000,000, but will continue to 
rise as costs esculate.  So, time is of the essence to complete the changes as soon as reasonable. 
 

These remaining upgrades and additions are made up of the following general projects: 
Vista Drive 
     (Mainline - Green Canyon tank to Vista West connection + two cul-de-sacs) 
Ridgecrest Drive 
     (Line and cul-de-sac) 
Hardman Road 
     (Middle Branch to Hardman Circle) 
Eastwood Way 
     (Upgrade line) 
Prater Canyon Drive  
     (Fire Hydrant upgrades & supporting lines) 
 

Second, what's going on now? 

The Town has made application for funding of the Vista Drive Project. 

 Total estimated cost is a little under $2.2 million, made up of: 

1. GRANT:  ARPA Funds requested (64%) is just under $1.4 million  

2. MATCH:  Town's Matching Funds (36% gives us 4 of a possible 5 ranking 
points) will be about $787,000 consisting of: 
 a) previously awarded, unused, ARPA funds of $288,000 and  
 b) the balance of approximately $500,00 from our Water System Reserve. 

(This funding does not have a direct impact on our current rates, as there is not a 
loan repaymemt component.  However, the System Reserve funds will have to be 
replaced by our rates.) 

 
The American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) is federal funds designated for Water and Sewer Projects 
across the nation.  The State Land & Investment Board is administering these funds in the state 
of Wyoming.  Our State’s total share is $50,000,000. 
 
The rules for application and approvals are unique to just these funds. Applications will be 
ranked based on an overall point system.  There are no loans associated with these specific funds.  
We have noticed the rules and guidelines are being refined from time to time, details can be 
found online at Wyoming Administration Rules: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A9lDTeIoYWATila7Jg6-Ekg7kGrfovd8/view  
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A9lDTeIoYWATila7Jg6-Ekg7kGrfovd8/view
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